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Abstract. This paper reports on the progress of the EU funded Leonardo project MarTEL which 
concems the development of а set of standards for Maritime English for application in Merchant Navy 
education and training programmes for cadet officers and officers of various types and ranks. The 
standards are based оп transfer of innovation from existing English language standards and maritime 
English model courses such as Intemational Maritime Organisation's (IMO) Model course 3.17 and 
the IMO's SMCP (Standard Maritime Communication Phrases, 2001). Recent reviews Ьу several 
IMO member countries had identified that 'there is а compelling need to promote а high level of 
working maritime English language skills' for merchant navy officers. The standards were developed 
at three different levels referred to as Phases 1, 2 and 3. Phase 1 standard applies to level of Maritime 
English proficiency required for entry onto Merchant Navy cadet officer programmes for both Deck 
cadet officers and Marine Engineering cadets officers. Phase 2 is in two parts, Part 1 concems the 
standard of Maritime English competency for Deck Officers of Watch and Part 2 relates to 
competency level for Marine Engineering Officers. Phase 3 is for Senior Officers and again sub
divided into two part, Parts 1 and 2, one for senior Deck officers and one for senior Marine 
Engineering officers. Each standard has its own set of study guidelines and underpinned Ьу а 
comprehensive study unit. While the guidelines are to prepare the candidates for а test at given level 
(Phase ), the Study Unit is а knowledge-base of content for each phase. All phases include active skills 
i.e. Speaking, Listening and Writing. The content for standard is based on active leaming and on 
maritime terminology and usage with less emphasis on grammar. All standards for Cadet, Officer and 
Senior Officer Levels (Phases) will have different weights on different skills and different proficiency 
requirements at different ranks and duties. The work on standards commenced after а survey of а 
range of maritime education and business organisations in partner countries. The paper reports on the 
results of the initial evaluations with а group of cadets and officers in Finland, Poland, England and 
Turkey. The outcome of the evaluations were used to redirect the work to ensure the education and 
business organisations views as well as the cadets and officers who took part either in the survey or . 
actual evaluations were taken into consideration. 

1. INTRODUCTION 

The reason for instigating the project was that there are no intemational or European standards for 
Maritime English. Review of the arguments from the recent IMO meetings (IMO MSC, 2006) 
considering MSC 82/15/2 and MSC 82/15/3 had identified that 'there is а compelling need to promote а 
high level of working maritime English language skills'. Several EU member states have invited STW 
sub-committee to consider how the requirements in the STCW-Code can Ье strengthened in this 
connection. lt was noted that deficiencies in Maritime English causes accidents (Ziarati, 2006 and 
recently Ziarati et al, 2009 ) and therefore needs to Ье seriously taught (Loginovsky, 2002) in the basic 
and in the main training of all Chapters of the STCW Code of practice. It is interesting to note that both of 
the above issues were also the findings of an IMarEST paper and report (ТЕВ, 2007; Ziarati, 2007). This 
Project therefore is а maritime language competency assessment project for the language certification of 
the following target groups: i) young people aged 17118 years old wishing to enter the Merchant Navy as 
ratings, ii) those embarking on а career as Merchant Navy officers, iii) those intending to hold senior 
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POStSaSaChiefMate／Master／CaptainandasaSecond／ChiefEngineers，andiv）thosewhoareworkingat

POrtSwithdif托rentdegreeofseniodtyincludingpilots．

Themainaimofthepr亘iectistodevelopaseriesofMaritimeEnglishlanguageStandardsincorporating

also theIMO’s SMCP，at three di飴rent standards：i）Foundation　－　Elementary and

Intermediate／AdvanCed，ii）0托cer－Deck and Engineering，andiii）Senior Ofncers－Deck and

Engineenng・Thestandardshavebeenpilotedinseveralpartnersites・Sincetheinceptionseveralother

COuntrieshaveJOinedtheprqeCtteam・

2．PARTNERS注IP

The partnershiplS COmPOSed ofm年IOr education and training centresin seven EU member states

SuPPOrtedbytheirawarding，aCCreditingandcert捕cationauthorities．Theproposalinstigatorwasthe

representativeofIMarESTatrecentIMOMSC（2006）andatthesametimeamemberofaTurkish

nationaldelegation atthe event．Three ofthe partners areinvoIvedinLeonardo proposed prdects

COnCeming eqleaming（E－GMDSS）andthreeareinvoIvedinanotherLeonardo prdect（SOS，2005）

COnCernlngthedevelopmentandimplementationofanintegratedprogrammeofeducationandtraining

formerchantnavycadetsandofRcers．TheprqjectteamhasbeenworkingmcoqunctionwiththeEU

fundedMarEngprQiectandwasdevelopedjointlywithseveralindustrialandcommercialorganisationsin

PartnerCOumies．Thereareeightactiveandmanysilentpartnersandtwoarem再orawardingandvalidating

bodies．Furthermore，MarEngPlusandMafTEL（2007）partnershaveagreedtojoinforcestointegratethe

WOrkbeingconcludedbybothprQiectteams．Thiswouldbringthenumberofthecountriesworkingonjoint

PrOgrammeStO32，WhicharealmostalltheEUmemberstatesaswellasNorway，TurkeyandUkraine．

3．CONTENTANDLEVEL

ThecontentsofstandardsarebasedonactivelearnlngandonmaritimeterminOlogyandusagewithless

emphasisongrammar．TheFoundationtestatadvanCedlevelwillbenchmarkthewell－knownEnglish

qual摘cationstandardsTOEFL500andIALTS5．5intermsoftestingmethodsratherthantheircontents．
The OfRcer standards will be based on TOEFL550andIALTS6．0Standards but content will be

PrlmarilybasedonNavigationEnglishandMarineEngineerlngEnglishIMOmodelcourses7．03and

7・04andinlinewithSTCW95requlrementSincluding2003amendments．Theseniorofncerstandards

WillbeequivalenttoTOEFL500－6000rIALTS6．0－6．6．AllstandardsforOfncerandSeniorOfncer

Levelsfocusonallskillsbutwithlessemphasisongrammarandwillhavediffbrentweightsondif托rent

Skillsanddi脆rentpro且ciencyrequlrementSatdi脆rentranks．Forexample，aChiefEngineershouldbe

COmPetentOnCOmPrehension（espeCiallyreading）andwritingbutamoremoderatelevelofspeakingmay

be tolerated．New vocationalqualifications are being developed with mqIOr nationaland European

awardingandaccreditingbodiessimilartotheEGMDSSqualincation（www．eqmdss．com），hencethenew

qualincations are expectedto berecognisedEurope－Wide．Themainintangible outcomeisthat，the

Standardsandtheirassociatedstudyguidelinesandunits，Willprovideanopportunityformanycompanies

particularlysmalleronestobecomeinvoIvedparticularlytakingadvantageOfleamlngmaterialsandthe

intended e－leamlng and e－aSSeSSment and facilitiesfor self・leamlng and self・aSSeSSment・Impactis

expectedtobesubstantialastheprqiectrespondstoaEuropeanandintemationalacknowledgmentofthe

PrOblemwhichthisprqiectintendstoaddressatsourceandthroughiifblonglearning．Therearemany

Organisationsincludingawarding，aCCreditingandlicensingbodiesthatareinterestedintheprqiect．

4．JUSTIFICATION

ShipplnglSperhapsthemostintemationaloftheentireworld’sgreatindustriesandsomeofthemost

dangerous・Safbtyoflifbatsea，themarineenvironmentandover80％oftheworld’stradedependson

theprofessionalismandcompeteneeofseafarers・Ithasbeenreportedthattheover80％ofaccident
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andincidentsareduetohumanerrorAccordingto（IMO2005）．Oneofthemaincausesofaccidents

andincidentsareduetopoorstandardsofmaritimeEnglishasreportedinZiarati，2006andarecent

paper（Ziaratietat，2009）presentedatBridge2009ConfbrenceinFinlandinApri12009．Thelanguage

OftheseaisMaritimeEnglishandmanyships，andtoalesserextent，POrtS，aremannedbymultinational

CreWS・Hence，gOOdcommunicationinMaritimeEnglishisessentialforcreationandmaintenanceof

e脆ctiveworkingenvironmentsandsafbtyofthecrew，andgenerallysafbtyatseaandatports．Thereare

manyreportsandpapers（MCA－MSC82／15／02～andMSC82／15／03）identifyingpoorcommunicationas

OneOfthemostsign摘Cantfactorsinaccidentsatseaandatports．ThereisonlyoneLeonardopr亘iect

Viz．，English　for Dockworkers（E／02／B／F几AJ15852，2002），Which has tried to address the

COmmunicationproblemsindockyardsthroughthedevelopmentoftrainingmaterialsforself－learnlngln

Englishlanguage．

TheimportanceofskillsinEnglishLanguagecompetenCyWaShighlightedattherecentIMOMaritime

SafbtyCommittee（IMOMSC82，2006）．PaperspresentedbytheTurkishandUKdelegatesclearlystated

thatlanguagecompetenCylSaPrOblem・ThepapersledtodiscussionsattheHumanElementWorking

Group（HEWG）whenitwasreportedthatmanyseahrershaveproblemsinexpressingthemselvesin

EnglishandinuslngmaritimeteminologleS．ItwasagreedthatSTCWConventionhadtoberevisedin

thisconnectionandIMO’smaritimeEnglishcoursemodel’S（basedonSMCP）minimumrequirementsis

nolongeracceptable．TheinadequacyofMaritimeEnglishstandardshasbeenam年IOrCOntributoryfactor

incausesofaccidents，SOmeinvoIvinglossoflifb，largenumbersofirtjuriesandextensive且nancialloss

（DenizTicarti，2006；MAIB，2006）．Inarecentpaper（Ziarati，2009）Severalcasestudiesclearlyidentified

thatcommunicationhiluresareamq一Orareaforimprovement．

ThispaperisinlinewithLoginovsky（2002）whichreportsonthesignincanceofEnglishastheworking

language oftheinternational shippingindustry and thatthe overallperformance and safetyofthe

intemationalneetdependsontheskillto叩Plyitcorrectly．HestatesthattheabilibTOfanon－native

SPeakertohaveagoodcommandinMaritimeEnglishisverymuchinnuencedbytheabilitytothinkinit

intheframeworkofthemaritimeprofession・He concludesthattomake theteachingandleamlng

PrOCeSSeSmOreefEbctive，itisrequiredtopowerupthethoughtactivityofaseafarerusingEnglish．This

PrOPOSalhastakennoteoftherecentpqpersattheIMOMSCevent（2006）andrecommendationsof

SeVeralintemationalpapers（Ziarati，2006；Loginovsky，2002）conceminglack ofstandards or and

appropriateunderplnnlngknowledgeandskillformaritimeEnglish．

ThereareSeVereShortagesofpersonnelwithseagoingexperience（Ziarati，2003；Pourzar anietal，2002，

Schroderetal，2004）．Thisisexpectedtogetworse（IER，2005reportsponsoredbyISFandBIMCO）・

Theshortageranges録omsome30000（IER，2003）seafarerstooverlOOOOO（Urkmez，2005）．Thisis

anticipatedtoleadtoanoverlookofde鎖CiencylnCOmPetenCebyshipplngCOmPaniesdesperatelyseeking

seafarerstomantheirvessels．

5．TRANSFEROFINNOVATION

Thecurrentpracticeinmanynon－EnglishspeakingEuropeanmembercountriesas wellas countries

OutSide Europeis thatinstitutionsinvoIved with education ofseafarers provide either short course

PrOgrammeSinEnglishfbrindustryordevelopsIXmOnthstooneyearEnglishpreparationprogrammefor

Cadeto餌cersprlOrtOCOmmenCementOfthemaineducationprogramme．Everyyearthousandsofcadet

OfncerscometotheUK，throughvariousschemesandpathways，andenrolonvariousmerchantnavy

educationandtrainingprogrammesfordi銑rentclassesofseafarers・Forinstance，lnSOmeCOllegesthese
Cadets are sent on6－mOnths generalEnglish course prlOr tO the admission onto merchant navy

PrOgrammeS・In Turkey，for example，generally all o托cer cadets undergo one year of English

preparation．ReviewofthearrangementsforotherEuropeanCOuntriesfbrtralnlngOfEnglishseafarers

Clearlyindicatesthattherearenostandardsofcompetence，formaritimeEnglishandtheactualperiodof

educationandtraininginEnglishlanguageisalso di飴rentindif托rentcountriesforglVen Classof
335
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Seafarer・0ften these programmesirrespective oftype orlevel，Particularly those conceming cadet

OfRcers，arenOtrelatedtothevocationofseafaringandaregrammarbased（TOEFL，IALTS，etC）．This

PrOpOSalwillestablishstandardsfbrallclassesofseafarers．TheUKpartnersandthesilentpartners（See

WWW・mardeu．co．uk）wouldalsobene坑timmenselybystandardisingtheEnglishtestsforeachandevery

ClassofseafarersothatthousandsofoverseasstudentscomingtotheUK（Whoincidentallyinmanycases

WilleventuallyworkforEuropean based shippingcompanies）would achieve acommon standardin

Englishcompetencypriortocommenclngtheirmainprogrammeofstudyandtraining・

Theestablishmentofstandardswouldhelppartnerstosetuptestcentresoffbringavaluableoperationat

theirowninstitutionbenefitingprofessionallyfromsuchanundertaking・Oneinnovativeaspectofthe

Prqiectisthattwostandardswillbeo脆redatelementaryandintermediate／advancelevelswhichcouldbe

usedforindustrialupdatingofexistingseafarersemployedinShipoperationcompaniesattheelementary
andintermediate／advancelevels．

Oneotherinnovativefbatureisthatthestandardsareskillbased，andeachstandardisbeingprovidedwith

asamplestudyunit・Theunitofstudyisanattempttoprovidethenecessarylearn1ngandtralnlngSuPPOrt

forcandidatesaimlngforaparticularmerchantnavyqualincation，andhence，issetataglVenStandardof

maritimeEnglish．

6．TARGETGROUP

ThelanguagepreparationprogrammesinEUmemberstatesforeducationandtrainingofseafarersisnot

Standardised，neitherinterms oflevelor duration ofstudy・For cadet ofncers，theinitialEnglish

PreParationprogramme，thedurationcouldrangefromonetotwoyears，andtheexaminationstandards

areoftensetatalocallevel．SomeinstitutionsusestandardssuchasTOEFLandIALTSwhicharenot

designedforstudentsfollowlngaVOCationalprogramme・TherearemanyCaSeSWhereIMOrequlrementS

areintegratedwithinadegreeprogrammeatauniversity．Againinmanycases，theexaminationisnot

basedonEuropeanOrintemationalstandards，andifstandardsareappliedtheseareofthetypementioned

earlier・Inallcasesreviewed，theEnglishprogrammesuseasimilarclassicalapproachforallclassesof

Seafarers・Hence，theexistingarrangementsdonotdiffbrentiatebetweenthelanguageskillsrequlrement

Ofdi飴rentclassesofseafarers・Furthermore，thelevelofcompetencyvariesslgnifiCantlylnaCrOSS

institutionsinagivencountryandthisevenmoreinconsistentacrosstheEU．Inthem毎Orityofcases

Englishpreparationprogrammesaregrammarbasedinordertosatisfytheneedofstandardssuchas

TOEFLandIALTS・Inthisprdect，adistinctionhasbeenmadebetweentheEnglishrequlrementS，Say

foradeckofncerofwatchandthatneededforanenglneerlngOfRcerofwatch．Thestandardsarealso

underplnnedbyasampleunitofstudytoencouragevocationalreferenceandensuretheprogrammesthat

SuPPOrtthesestandardsfocusonskillsaswellasgrammar・Theunitofstudyforeachclassofseafarer

WOuldalsosetthesceneformaintenanceofstandardsinthefutureandactasaguidelinefordevelopment

Oftraining／leaminghestingmaterial．

In non－English speaking countries，many Seafarers，eSPeCially at below ofncerlevels，have serious

problems with Englishlanguage．To this end，tWO Ofthe standards of the fbundation standards

（elementaryandintermediate／advanced）canbeusedtotargetthisparticulargroup．Thestandardsare

designedsothatindustrycouldusethemtoassessthecompetence oftheiremployees atparticular

Standardsunderdevelopment．

7．POTENTIALUSERS

Whilethe potentialusers arelowerand upper secondary schoolleavers，’lycee／lise，cadets，yOung

unemployedwishingtoentrethemerchantnavy，andallthoseemployedinthewatertransportation

industries（allratings，0餌cersandabove，deckaswellasengineering）aswellasalleducationand

trainlngCentreSCOnCemedwiththeformationofMerchantNavypersonnel，manyShipplngCOmPanies
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andorganisationscouldusethestandardstoassessthecompetenceoftheiremployeesataparticular

Standard・Tothisend，a11personnelworkinginthemaritimeindustrycouldbeneRt丘omthesestandards

asMarTELprovidesspeci丘ctestsforspeci丘cvocationalrequlrementSfordiffbrentranksofseafarers・

Everyyearthousandsofcadetsenrolonvariouseducationandtrainingprogrammestofollowacareerin

merchantnavy・Thelargestusergrouparethecadeto糀cersstudyinghrainingtobecomeanofncerof

WatCheitherasaDeckofnceroranEngineerlngOfBcer．ThesecondmostprefbrredlocationistheUK．

Theadvancedfoundationtestscouldbeusedtostandardisethelevelofcompetencyforbothenglneerlng

anddeckcadetomcersbeforeenrollingontheirmainprogramme．Thetestsarebeingdesignedtoensure

that，ifsuccessfu1，thecadetshavereachedtherequiredlevelofcompetencyforprogressionontothemain

programmeofstudyandlaterasomcerofwatch．Onceanofncer，theycantakeadvantageOfthetests

designedforseniorofncerforprogressiontohigherranks，WOrkingatseaoratports．

8．EUROPEANl）IMENSION

TheintentionofstandardisingandharmonlSlngtheprocessoftesting fbrmaritimeEnglishlanguage

COmPetenCy CannOt happen without active supportfromthe main representatives ofeducation and

trainingprovidersworldwide．TheexperlenCeOfvariouspartnersinmaritimeeducationandtrainingand

mostoftheminEnglishlanguagetraininghasprovidedanaddedvaluetotheexistinge魚）rtSbyIMO

membercountiestoreducecommunicationsfailures．Thestandardsandthestudyunitsthatunderplnned

themcanalsobeusedasameansofself二learnlngandself・aSSeSSmentWhichwouldprovideanadded

ValuewhichalsowidensthedemandforthestandardsbeingdevelopedintheintendedtargetgrOupS．The

partnershipintendstoseriouslysupportthedevelopmentofe－leamlngande－aSSeSSmentWhichhasbeen

assigned to twoleading partnersinvoIvedin such developments（www．egmdss．Com and

WWW．eWOggle．co．uk）．Thisis expected toincrease the existinginterestinthe pr亘iect and　祉s

dissemination．Thepartnershipisconvincedthattheplanstolinkthee－Platforms（oronesingleintegrated

One）tothe website andInternet POrtals holding the test materials would substantially enhancethe

POSSibilityofawideraudiencewithinthestatedtargetgroups．Thispr亘iectwouldnothavebeenpossible

WithoutsupportfromtheLeonardoprogrammeandwillnotbesuccessfullyimplementedifnotsupported

bym句OrMETprovidersworldwide．Thisprogrammehasmotivatedthepartnerstocometogetherina

WOrthy causeandinnovatively transfer the existing knowledge and know－how，being developed

SimultaneouslywithotherrecentandcurrentLeonardopr亘iects suchasMarEng，MarEngPlus，SOS

（www．maredu．co．uk）．

Theintendedworkwi11helpthepartnerstodevelopastatedstrategyforintegratedlanguagetestingand

trainingparticularlyforstatedthreedistinctivegroupsofusers・

ThemaritimeEnglishlanguageStandardsandthestudyunitsaimtoobtaincommonlevelsofconsistency

Ofcompetencyforthoseworkingorintendingtoworkasaqualinedofncerinthemerchantnavyln

partner countries，and ultimately worldwide，thus aimlng tO aChieve harmOnisationin practice，and

COnSequentlyintroducing a novelapproachin Maritime Englishtesting andtrainingforleamerS and

trainersatbothnational，Europeanandultimatelyatinternationallevels．

A report（British Shipping，1999）particularly refbrs to theimportanCe Ofqualitymaritime skills

Particularlyincommunication，andsecurlngSeafaringemploymentintheUKwithseveralrefbrencesto

theimportanCeOfimprovingsafbtyatsea．TherehavebeenmanypublicationsbynorthemEuropean

COuntriesincludingNorway．ForexampleareportbyNTNU（1999）inNorwayidentifiestheimportance

Ofimproving the quality　of educationand training particularly relating to theimportanCe Of

COmmunication．A paper presented at the World Maritime Technology confbrence（Ziarati，2006）

SPeCincallyidentinesthesecondmostcontributoryfactorinaccidentsandincidentstoberelatedtothe

lackofcompetenCylnVerbalandwrittencommunicationparticularlyinmaritimeEnglish．
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9．ICTANDONLINEPLATFORM

ITCplatfbrmshasbeenbuiltonpreviousdevelopmentworkcarriedoutunderFactoryoftheFuture

（www．C4ff．co．uk）pr亘iectwhichwasfundedbyNationalandvariousEuropeanprogrammesincluding

EUREKA．TheprdectdirectorforFactoryoftheFutureisamemberofthepartnershipandhasbeen

supportingtheICTdevelopments．The outcome ofthe currentE－GMDSS（2006－2008）funded by

theLeonardoprogrammeisbeingtakenintoconsideration・Thee－learnlngPlatfbrmbeingdeveloped

bytheE－GMDSShasseveralinterestingfbatureswhichcanbeincludedandexpandedforapplication

intheprqJeCt・

Awebsitehasbecnestablishedwww・maritime－teStS・Orgfbrthepartnerstointeractandpublishtheir

interimresultsandreportontheprogressoftheprdect・Eachstandardanditsunitofstudywillhaveits

ownCD／DVDforuseintheclassroomandinthesimulators．TheCDs／DVDswillbemadeavailableto

PartnerinstitutionsandothereducationandtralnlnginstitutionswithintheEuropeanUnion・LeamerSWill

beintroduced to computer based networkslinked to theintemet giving them access to e－leam1ng

PaCkagescontainingtheappropriatestandardanditsassociatedunitofstudy・Thee－Platformwillalsobe

availabletoenabletraineestoleambythemselvesandself・aSSeSSthemselves．Thee－learning／assessment

platform（S）Willbemadeavailabletotheeducationandtrainingproviderswithinthepartnership・

0句ectorientedsoftwarepackagesuslngCDsorDVDswillbedevelopedtorespondtotheneedfbreasy

useofteclmicalinformationrelatedtothesu句ectofthetrainingunitandtheassociatedstandard．The

SOftwarewillprovideameanSOfaccess桓garangeofdataonm亘iordatabasesthroughtheIntemet・

ExistingcomputersoftwareinterfacesdevelopedbyC4FFwillbeconsideredforinteractionwithexisting

databases．C4FFisalsoinvoIvedwithBritishGovernmentPrdectDTITechnologyProgramme（IFOR，

2007－2010）developingknowledgebasedsystemsforprogressivecompaniesintheUK・ThegeneriC

aspectsofthismodeldevelopedasaresultofaPhDprogrammeofstudysponsoredbyC4FF，isbeing

appliedintheintendedknowledge－based－SyStemforeachtrainingmodule．Thefo1lowlngtaSksarebeing
坑nalised：

1．Websitease－1eamlngPlatformSuPPOrtedbyLMS・

2．EstablishinglinkstosearchenglneS・

3．Insta11ingandsettingupLMS．

4．Validatinge－learnlngPlatform．

5．Addinglearnlngmaterialtotheplatforma氏ereachtrial・

6．Provisionoftextualcontentwithpictures．

7．Expandingquestionsdatabaseandprovisionofe－aSSeSSment．

8．Validatinge－aSSeSSment．

10．CONCLUSIONS

TherehasbeenmanyattemPtSintoimprovethequalityandcontentoftheMaritimeEducationand

Training（MET），SOmeVeryrelevantpapersin2002WerePourza再anietal（2002），Schr6deretal（2002）；

Zadeetal（2002），Loginovsky（2002）fbllowedbyZiaratiin2005（SOS，2005），efbrtsbyGregoric

（EGMDSS，2006）andZiaraticontributionstorevisetheMETprogrammesinviewofemergenceof

automated systems on board vessels（SURPASS，2009）竿Ctioning the recommendations ofthe

PourzaruanietalandSchr6deretalandin1997takingintoconsiderationoftheMarEngandMarEng

Plus（2005，2008）nndingsandtheworkofLoginovsky（2002）intermsofdevelopingthecontentand

StandardsfbrMaritimeEnglish．

MaritimeEnglishisamqIOrPartOfanyprogrammeofeducationandtralnmgforcadetofncersaswe11as

forthoseseekinghigherqualincationssuchaschiefmate／masterandsecond／chiefengineers．Themain

businessofpartnersasawholeistheprovisionofmerchantnavyeducationprogrammes，allwithout
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exceptlOn，havingaprovisionofsomefbrmofEnglishpreparationandsomewithadditionalunitofstudy

for maritime English as part ofthe Englishlanguage preparation or within the main vocational

PrOgrammeS．Theeightactivepartnersinthisconsortiumaswellasthesilentpartnersnumberingatthe

momentovertwentyacademic，industrialandorganisations，a11associatedwithmaritimeaffairsbelieve

thatestablishingasetofstandardsformaritimepersonnelwouldbehighlycommendableandwithout

exceptiontheyallintendto useit．Everyyearthousands ofcadetstake some fbrmofassessmentin

EnglishlanguageprlOrtOCOmmenClngtheirmainprogrammeofeducationandtraining．ⅠntheUKthere

areover4000CadetsenrolledonconventionalEnglishprogrammesandprlmarilytakenon－Standardised

tests．ThoseenteringuniversitiesoftenhavetoachieveTOEFL5500rIALTS6．0whicharenotdirectly

relevant to the maritime sector．The partners also believe qualityofperfbrmance and safbtyofthe

Europeanneetdependsonmaritimelanguageskillsandtheircorrectapplication．Aminormistakeor

misunderstandingsometimescouldhaveseriousconsequencesinmaritimetransportation．Anaccident

couldleadtolossoflifbottenwithhuge重nanciallossesofincomeaswellas subsequentlegaland

litigationexpenditures．Inoneaccidentbecausetheofncerofwatchcouldnotunderstandwhat’wreck

ahead’meantledtoam勾OraCCident．

PartnersbelievetheEUcouldmakeamqlOrCOntributiontoIMO’seffbrtsinreducingcommunications

failures，fornon－nativeEnglishspeakerstodevelopagoodcommandofEnglishandhelptocreatean

environmentsothatnon－nativespeakersdevelopanabilitytothinkintheframeofmaritimeprofbssionas

PrOPOSedbyLoginovsky（2002）．Tocreateasetofstandardsthemaritimeprofbssionattherightstandard

fortherightjobfunctionwouldalsomotivatethetraineestodevelopaninterestk）rthesubjectandtake

theirstudiesmoreserious吋．Inanexperimentcarriedoutinoneofthepartnerinstitutionsdividingone

COhortofstudentsintotwo，OnefollowlnganOrmalEnglishLanguagetrainingprogrammeandonebased

OnmaritimeEnglishclearlyshowedthatthoseonthemaritimestreamdidfarbetterthanthoseonthe

COnVentionalprogramme，andalsolevelofmotivationofthegroupandtheirattendancerecordwereby

farbetterthan those onthe normalEnglish Language trainingprogramme．Both programmes were

identicalintermsoftuitionhoursandteachingqualityanddeliverymethods．

Furthermore，itisnotanefncientmethOdtohavethesameEnglishlanguageprogrammeforallclasses

andtypesofofRcerswhohavedif托rentrequirementsandjobfunctions．Researchhasshownthatthe

Englishlanguage requlrementS Ofdeck ofncers，forinstance，are di飴rentto the Englishlanguage

COmPetenCyrequirementsofthemaritimeEngineeringofBcers（MarTEL，2007）．TheMarTELstandards

have been evaluatedinfour ofthe partnercountries andresults have helpedtoimprove theinitial

Standardsproposed．Theresultsofevaluationstogetherwiththesummaryofthe抗nalreporttotheEU

WillbepresentedattheIAMUconfbrenceandmeetinginSeptember2009．
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